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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 6 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Specifically, the phrase "type of string of bits" is not 
clear to the examiner. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kusuhara. 

Referring to claim 1, Kusuhara discloses a information processing device 
comprising: broadcast time extracting means for receiving a broadcast signal and 
extracting a broadcast time including in the broadcast signal (Solution: lines 1-6); device 
time obtaining means for obtaining a device time peculiar to the information processing 
device from an internal clock (Solution: lines 8-9); time difference calculating means for 
calculating a time difference between the broadcast time extracted by the broadcast 
time extracting means and the device time obtained by the device time obtaining means 
(Problem to be Solved: lines 6-9); and estimated broadcast time calculating means for 
calculating an estimated broadcast time according to the device time obtained by the 
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device time obtaining means and the time difference calculated by the time difference 
calculating means (Solution: 10-11). 

Kusuhara does not disclose a system where the broadcast system is digital. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use a digital system instead of an analog one. The motivation would have 
been that digital systems provide more services for subscribers. (Official Notice) 

Claim 8 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 1. 

Claims 2-7 and 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kusuhara in view of Dinwiddie. 

Referring to claim 2, Kusuhara discloses a information processing device 
according to claim 1 , wherein the estimated broadcast time is calculated by the 
estimated broadcast time calculating means by using the time difference calculated by 
the time difference calculating means (Solution: lines 10-11) 

Dinwiddie discloses a clock that continues to update using old information when 
it hasn't received any new timing information (column 4, lines 38-40). 

Neither references disclose a system where just before the setting of a stopped 
state of a function of the broadcast time extracting means in cases where the function of 
the broadcast time extracting means is set to the stopped state. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to see that the system disclosed by Kusuhara would continue to estimate a 
broadcasting time even when it did not receive a signal. The motivation would have 
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been that a clock that stopped working when it lost it's signal wouldn't be useful, and it 
is known in the art to continue to keep track of time data after the loss of a connection 
(Dinwiddie: column 4, lines 38-40). 

Claim 9 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 2. 

Referring to claim 3, Kusuhara discloses an information processing device 
according to claim 2, further comprising storing means for storing the time difference 
calculated by the time difference calculating means in cases where a request indicating 
the end of an operation of the information processing device is generated (Solution: line 
9). 

Kusuhara does not disclose a system where the memory is non-volatile. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to make the memory non-volatile. The motivation would have been that non- 
volatile memory is commonly used in products to allow them to work correctly after a 
power failure (Official Notice). 

Claim 10 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 3. 

Referring to claim 4, Kusuhara does not disclose an information processing 
device according to claim 1 , wherein the estimated broadcast time is corrected by the 
estimated broadcast time calculating means according to information of a daylight 
saving time in cases where the information of the daylight saving time is included in the 
digital broadcast signal. 

Dinwiddie discloses an information processing device according to claim 1, 
wherein the estimated broadcast time is corrected by the estimated broadcast time 



Application/Control Number: 09/970,686 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2617 

calculating means according to information of a daylight saving time in cases where the 
information of the daylight saving time is included in the digital broadcast signal (column 
4, lines 19-20). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to transmit the daylight savings time, as taught by Dinwiddie, in the system 
disclosed by Kusuhara. The motivation would have been that a system that estimates 
broadcast times would more useful if it estimated the correct times during daylight 
savings time. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 4. 

Referring to claim 6, Kusuhara does not disclose an information processing 
device according to claim 4, wherein a type of string of bits expressing the information 
of the daylight saving time is the same as that expressing the time difference calculated 
by the time difference calculating means. 

Dinwiddie does not disclose an information processing device according to claim 
4, wherein a type of string of bits expressing the information of the daylight saving time 
is the same as that expressing the time difference calculated by the time difference 
calculating means. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to have the same type of bit strings for both the time difference and the day light 
savings time information. The motivation would have been that the DST information 
was included inthe normal time signal, and not an extra bit. (Official Notice) 

Claim 13 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 6. 
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Referring to claim 5, Kusuhara does not disclose an information processing 
device according to claim 1 , wherein the broadcast time extracted by the broadcast time 
extracting means matches with a daylight saving time. 

Dinwiddie discloses an information processing device according to claim 1, 
wherein the broadcast time extracted by the broadcast time extracting means matches 
with a daylight saving time (column 4, lines 19-20). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to transmit the daylight savings time, as taught by Dinwiddie, in the system 
disclosed by Kusuhara. The motivation would have been that a system that estimates 
broadcast times would more useful if it estimated the correct times during daylight 
savings time. 

Claim 12 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 5. 

Referring to claim 7, Kusuhara does not disclose an information processing 
device according to claim 1, further comprising: operation performing means for 
performing an operation according to the estimated broadcast time calculated by the 
estimated broadcast time calculating means. 

Dinwiddie discloses an information processing device according to claim 1, 
further comprising: operation performing means for performing an operation according 
to the estimated broadcast time calculated by the estimated broadcast time calculating 
means (column 4, lines 54-58). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use the broadcast time to signal an event, as taught by Dinwiddie, in the 
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system disclosed by Kusuhara. The motivation would have been to enable parents to 
stop their children from watching certain television programs when inappropriate shows 
are on (Dinwiddie: column 4, lines 58-61). 

Claim 14 is rejected on the same grounds as claim 7. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Schneidewend, U.S. Patent Number 6,966,064, System and Method for 
Processing Audio-Only Programs in a Television Services. 

Usui, U.S. Patent Number 5,808,694, Method and Apparatus for Automatically 
Setting Time Information in a Multi-Format Digital Television Product. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin E. Shepard whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5967. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571) 272-7331. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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